
Remembrance Sunday 

My dear Friends,  

As I write this to you our news media is still full of coverage of the Presidential election in the United States 
of America. There are continuing questions about who will be president and when. By the time you read this 
it might be clearer, however with the prospect of legal challenges it may not. The US system does not see the 
new President take office until the inauguration in January so there is still time. To me it seems an age ago 
that we were electing a new UK Government, but it is less than a year and what a year! Next year on the 6th 
May we shall be called to elect members of the Welsh Assembly, now called the Senedd. It will be the first 
time that our teenagers of 16 and 17 will be able to take part.  

Many I know are turned off by politicians and the debates that they have in our sight. We might be fed up of 
the wrangling that goes on in the parliaments and councils of our land. Nevertheless as some of you will have 
heard me say in Church it is very important that we use our votes carefully and wisely. We do not have to go 
back too far in our history to learn that women and those without property or privilege did not have the  vote. 
It was a long hard struggle to gain the franchise for all.  

Our right to vote was won and preserved in many ways, not least by those who sacrificed their lives in war. 
This year we have recalled on VE Day and VJ Day the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, 
still part of living memory for some of you. The cruel dictators Hitler and Mussolini and their supporters had 
corrupted the democratic processes of their countries and sought to eliminate all opposition. The murder of 
millions of innocent people in the Holocaust was only a part of this horrendous abuse of power. We may not 
always like or approve of what our leaders do today but thanks to the elections we hold we do get the 
opportunity on a regular basis to change our decision makers.  

This coming weekend and particularly on Sunday and on the 11th of November we shall be making our annual 
Acts of Remembrance. We will as always give thanks for those who made the ultimate sacrifice in war and 
pray for those who are bereaved and suffer loss. Our events will be very different this year and much reduced 
from what we normally do, both locally and nationally. The Royal British Legion has encouraged people to 
remember at home. We are not permitted to have our Requiems and parade services in our churches or in 
the usual fashion at our war memorials. In London there will be a scaled down event in Whitehall.  

It has for many years been my privilege to conduct the Welsh National Service of Remembrance at our own 
memorial in Cathays Park. Some thought this commemoration would diminish as the years went by. On the 
contrary over the last 25 years I have seen it grow, some of the older veterans have ‘faded away’ as the saying 
goes but younger people have come in great numbers. There are the se rving personnel and their families and 
cadets but also veterans of recent conflicts. Only one year since the end of World War Two was without 
British casualties, 1968. Owing to the  present restrictions our ceremony this year will be massively reduced 
but nonetheless important, you can view it at home on YouTube, www.youtube.com/cardiffcouncil  

The world is facing a very different crisis from war at this time. Our armed services are still doing their part 
in medical and community support in these difficult days. It is good that we show our thanks and appreciation 
to them as well as their predecessors who have given everything so that we might have fre edom to live and 
care for each other in the challenges that we all face today.  Their duty and sacrifice can inspire us as we seek 
to do what we can in the current crisis in the months ahead.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  

http://www.youtube.com/

